"Dac-19-2005 05:00pm From-Mosar, Patterson £ Sheridan, LLP - NJ +17325309808 T-997 P. 004/012 F-069 

USSN 09/738,959 
Page 2 of 10 

IM THE CLAIMS: 

Please replace the previous claims with the following claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for monitoring operation of an information a 
television distribution system comprising provider equipment and subscriber equipment, 
said method comprising: 

receiving, at a control unit, a directive to monitor a particular channel anda 
particular termln?' tne particular channel being of a plurality of channels!!,]] transmitted 
from a oontont provider head-end of th * provider equipment to said the subscriber 
equipment through a distribution node o f the television distribution system, ata the 
particular terminal assoc i ated with being of said provider equipmen t ^ wherein the 
directive is received at the control unit throug h a communications means not including 
th* distribution node of the television distri bution system: 

sending a command indicative of the particular channel a«4 tothe particular 

terminal to be monitored; 

receiving i nformation representative of content being transmitted on the particular 
channel frem at the particular terminal through the distribution node of the television 
distribution system: 

capturing the received content; and 

reporting the captured content. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the reported contents are used to verify 
delivery of contents from the information distribution system. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the reported contents are used to verify 
operation of a user interface at the particular terminal. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the received contents are captured as 
one or more video frames. 
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5. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the received contents are captured as a 
video sequence. 

6. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the captured contents are reported as a 
bitmap. 

7. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the directive is received as part of a 
regular monitoring schedule. 

8. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the command is sent to a remote 
control unit. 

9. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the particular terminal is selected from 
among a plurality of terminals. 

1 0. (currently amended) A monitoring system, operative to monitor operation of aft 
information a television distribution system comprising provider equipment and 
subscriber equipment, the monitoring system comprising: 

one or more terminals a ssociated with offtesaia provider equipment, each 
terminal operative to receive commands and provide requested contents; and 

a control unit configured to 

receive a directive to monitor a particular channel of a plurality of channels 
at a selected one of the one or more terminals of the provider equipment, said plurality 
of channels providing content from at least one head-end of content provider aooooiotod 
with the information provider equipment d istribution syst e m to at least one subscriber 
terminal of the subscriber equipment through a distribution node of the television 
distribution system, wherein the directive is received at the control unit through a 
cnrnmunication means not including the distribution node of the tele vision distribution 
system . 



421563_1.DOC 



PAGE 5112 ' RCVD AT 12/19/2005 4:16:42 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/30 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:-M7325309808 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-18 



Dac-1 9-2005 05:00pm From-Mcser, Patterson & Sheridan, LLP - NJ +17325309808 T-997 P. 006/012 F-OI 

USSN 09/738,959 
Page 4 of 1 0 

send a command to the selected terminal, 

receive contents for- of the particular channel from at the selected terminal 
through the distribution nod* nf the televis ion distribution system, and 
capture and report the received content. 

1 1 . (original) The monitoring system of claim 10, further comprising: 

a monitor and control unit operatively coupled to the control unit and configured 
to provide the directive to monitor the particular channel at the selected terminal. 

12. (original) The monitoring system of claim 1 1 , wherein the monitor and control unit 
is further configured to provide a set of directives to test user interaction at the selected 
terminal. 

1 3. (original) The monitoring system of claim 1 1 , wherein the monitor and control unit 
is further configured to provide a set of directives to verify proper delivery of contents on 
a plurality of channels to a plurality of terminals. 

14. (original) The monitoring system of claim 1 0, wherein the command directs the 
selected terminal to tune to the particular channel. 

1 5. (previously presented) The monitoring system of claim 1 0, further comprising: 
a remote control unit configured to receive the command from the control unit 

and direct the selected terminal to tune to the particular channel. 

1 6. (original) The monitoring system of claim 1 0 and including a plurality of terminals 
of a plurality of terminal models. 

17. (previously presented) The monitoring system of claim 1 0, wherein the control 
unit includes 
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a media capture unit configured to capture the contents received from the 
selected terminal. 

18. (original) The monitoring system of claim 17, wherein the media capture unit is 
configured to capture the contents received from the selected terminal as one or more 
video frames. 

1 9. (original) The monitoring system of claim 17, wherein the media capture unit is 
configured to capture the contents received from the selected terminal as a video 
sequence. 

20. (currently amended) A monitoring system, operative to monitor delivery of 
contents in nn infnrmntinn a television distribution system comprising provider 
equipment and subscriber equipment, the monitoring system comprising: 

a plurality of terminals a s oociotod wtt feprthesate provider equipment, each 
terminal operative to receive commands and provide requested contents; 

a monitor and control unit configured to provide a directive to monitor a particular 
channel of a plurality of channels at a selected terminal of the plurality of terminals of 
thft provider equipment , said plurality of channels providing content to at least one 
subscriber terminal of the subscriber equipment through a distribution node of the 
teuton distribution system, wher e in the directive received at the monitor and 
rnntml unit through a r ommunicatio P means not including the distribution node of the 
television distribution system ; and 

a control system configured to 

receive the directive from the monitor and control unit, 
send a command to the selected terminal, 

receive contents fer of the particular channel frem at the selected terminal 
through the distribution node of the te levision distribution system, and 
capture and report the received content. 
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